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against one another with nothing but angiy and peevish
debates, whilst m the meantime our hearts remain all ice
within towards God, and have not the least spark of true
heavenly fire to melt and thaw them.* 'Christ was vitte
viagister, not schofa, and he is the best Christian, whose
heart beats with the purest pulse towards Him; not he
whose head spmneth out the finest cobwebs.' c He that
endeavours leally to mortify his lusts, and to comply with
that truth in his life which his conscience is convinced of,
is more a Christian, though he never heard of Christ,
than he that believes all the vulgar articles of the Christian
faith, and plainly denieth Christ in his life V The freedom
of this protest against the prevailing tendency of his audience
and of his time may perhaps relieve him from the suspicion
of temporising compliance, when we find him, in 1658,
wishing to dedicate a book against Judaism to the new
Protector, Richard Cromwell; yet, in 1660, celebrating the
Restoration in a poetical effusion, which he called the
Soia-rpa, or thank-offering for the reinstatement of learning in
the University of Cambridge, through the king's return. So
long as literature, for want of an adequate public, was de-
pendent on patronage, it was deemed as legitimate to seek
a noble name for the head of a dedication, as it now is to
secure a great publisher's for the foot of a title-page. And
if the joyful expectancy with which Charles was received
back to his inheritance was excusable in any part of the
nation, it was" permissible m the Universities to lift up their
heads at the downfall of Puritan ascendency, and set free
their checked enthusiasm for the whole contents of human
knowledge, thought, and art.

Cudworth's last appointment at Cambridge, to the Master-
ship of Christ's College, had preceded the Restoration by six
years, and appears to have finally fixed his position there;
for though he was presented m 1662, by Sheldon, then
Bishop of London, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, to
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